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THE  N0R'1U?,T:ST  crop  IMPR0VEL,1ENT  ASSOCIATION 

Barberry  eradication  workers  realize  that,  with  the  exception 
of  the  farmers  themselves,  no  group  is  more  vitally  interested  in 
good  grain  than  the  milling  and  grain  trade.  As  constructive  evi- 
dence of  their  concern,  they  organized  the  Northwest  Crop  Improvement 
Association  two  years  ago.  This  organization  represents  and  coordi- 
nates the  educational  attempts  or  desires  of  the  mnllers  and  grainmen 
to ; 


1,  Improve  quality  of  all  grain 

2,  Reduce  cost  of  production  per  acre 

3,  Reduce  the  amount  of  foreign  material  and  disease. 

The  Association  operates  in  Montana,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota 
and  Minnesota.  Its  policy  of  work  is  to  advise,  assist  and  cooperate 
in  any  practical  program  designed  to  improve  the  quality  of  grain.  It 
does  not  believe  in  inaugurating  new  programs  of  work,  but  rather 
finds  plenty  to  do  by  lending  assistance  to  the  crop  programs  outlined 
by  State  College  and  Federal  authorities.  In  the  last  Annual  Report 
of  the  Association  over  twenty  projects  in  which  they  have  taken  part 
during  the  3rear  are  briefly  discussed.  The  A.ssociation  maintains  an 
office  at  408  Flour  Exchange  Building,  Minneapolis. 

Barberry  workers  may  be  interested  in  one  project  which  the 
Association  has  fostered  and  expects  to  enlarge  upon  next  year. 

There  are  more  than  4,000  local  elevator  managers  who  are  mem- 
^ bers  of  the  Association  in  the  four  States.  The  Northwest  Crop  Im- 

provement Association  is  trying  to  contact  with  and  encourage  these 
men  in  crop  improvement  work.  Tne  country  elevator  managers  exert  a 
tremendous  influence  with  the  farmers  and  a great  many  of  them  are 
interested  in  improving  the  quality  of  crops  if  someone  would  direct 
them. 
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Accordingly  ttie  Association  is  trying  to  coordinate  the  ac- 
tivities of  this  group.  Contacts  are  made  with  them  by  personal 
visits  (necessarily  limited),  State  meetings,  countj^  meetings  and  a 
monthly  bulletin-  - The  Crop  Improvement  News. 

The  county  meeting,  or  Crop  Improvement  School,  is  the  best 
medium  for  this  work.  Every  manager,  cooperative,  line  and  independ- 
ent, is  invited  to  attend  a day’s  crop  school.  There  they  receive 
laboratory  instruction  on  grain  grading  methods,  crop  varieties,  dis- 
ease control j etc.  It  is  their  school  and  they  usually  indicate  the 
nature  of  the  program  which  is,  of  course,  presented  by  the  State  and 
Federal  officials.  County  elevator  meetings  were  held  in  about  fif- 
teen or  twenty  coiinties  last  year.  Plans  are  being  developed  to  in- 
crease the  number  next  year. 

The  Crop  Improvement  News  is  also  used  to  reach  the  grain  man 
and  miller.  This  publication  is  a bulletin  published  irregularly  by 
an  irhegular  editor.  It  carries  items  of  interest  about  Crop  Improve- 
ment work  and  also  some  subject  matter  material. 

In  the  last  issue,  the  work  of  Barberry  Eradication  was  dis- 
cussed and  a colored  reproduction  of  the  common  barberry  leaf  was 
mailed  to  all  m.embers. 

We  are  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  giving  a brief  pic- 
ture of  the  objectives  and  work  of  the  Northwest  Crop  Improvement 
Association.  We  believe  in  barberry  eradication,  for  like  elimina- 
tion of  mixed  wheat  and  stinking  smut,  destruction  of  the  barberry 
will  improve  the  quality  and  lower  the  cost  of  small  grain  production. 
We  will  be  very  glad  to  assist  any  of  the  barberry  men  in  our  terri- 
tory in  working  with  the  elevator  men. 

The  very  nature  of  our  respective  tasks  makes  our  mutual  re- 
lationship a cordial  and  cooperative  one, 

H.  R.  Sumner, 

Executive  Secretary. 
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EPIDETy^IOLOGY 

(Reported  by  Miss  Laura  Hamilton) 

The  v7ork  of  examining  slides  is  nearing  completion,  according 
to  Jir.  -Valter,  YHien  all  slides  have  been  examined,  the  data  will  be 
tabulated  and  copies  of  the  results  furnished  to  the  various  Leaders 
in  charge  of  field  offices  and  field  men  through  whose  efforts  the 

work  was  made  possible. 

# 

PhjT'sio logic -form  identifications  of  wheat  .stem  rust  have  been 
completed  for  Mexico  and  Texas,  states  Mr.  Hines,  Form  38  being  most 
prevalent  in  both  cases.  Form  49  was  second  in  prevalence,  although 
its  occurrence  in  Mexico  was  largely  confined  to  the  Monclova  area 
where  rust  was  comparatively  heavy.  Form  36  also  has  been  found  in  a 
few  collections  from  Texas  and  in  a few  from  Kansas  and  elsewhere. 
Little  can  be  said  about  these  results,  however,  \intil  further  data 
is  available. 


Response  to  requests  for  collections  of  telia  on  wheat,  oats, 
timothjr,  Poa  and  Agrostis  has  been  generous,  states  Dr.  Cotter,  but 
additional  collections,  wherever  possible,  are  needed  and  will  be  ap- 
preciated. 

On  August  16  Mr.  Butler  left  St.  Paul  for  San  Antonio.  At 
Brookings  ho  conferred  with  Mr.  Bulger  and  en  route  through  the 
southern  States  expected  to  make  observations  to  determine  the  extent 
of  over  summering  of  stem  rust.  On  September  1 bir.  Butler  was  trans- 
ferred to  a W.  A.  F.  basis,  and  during  the  winter  will  continue  the 
overwintering  studies  on  which  he  has  been  engaged  for  a number  of 
years. 


During  the  first  week  of  September  Dr.  Stakman  expects  to  re- 
turn to  St.  Paul  to  remain  about  a month. 


Fi^STERN  REGION 


Ohio  - 8 East  Broad  Street,  Columbus  - Harry  Atwood 

During  the  month  of  August  survey  activities  were  carried  for- 
ward in  Mercer  and  Miami  counties.  Barberries  were  found  on  24  rural 
and  city  properties  in  Mercer  Coeinty.  Four  of  those  properties  had 
escaped  barberry  bushes.  Approximately  22  per  cent  of  the  area  of 
Miami  Comty  was  completed  in  addition  to  the  completion  of  the  s\irvoy 
in  Mercer  County. 
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The  barberry  exhibit  at  the  Ohio  State  Fair,  "which  was  hold 
the  last  week  in  August,  created  an  unusual  amount  of  interests  The  K 

Life  Cycle  Models,  featuring  the  different  stages  of  black  stem  rust, 
were  shown.  ??e  also  had  on  display  charts  and  living  plants  of  both 
common  and  Japanese  barberry.  Our  exhibit  was  placed  r;ith  those  of 
the  Extension  Department  of  Ohio  State  University  and  the  Wooster  Ex- 
periment Station.  An  attendant  was  in  charge  of  the  exhibit  through- 
out each  day  of  the  Fair^  He  ttbs  kept  busy  most  of  the  time  explain- 
ing the  Life  Cycle  Models  to  interested  people.  Several  loads  con-^ 
corning  the  location  of  common  barberry  bushes  wore  received  during 
the  r;eck. 

Four  of  our  field  men  have  resigned  to  return  to  teaching  po- 
sitions in  the  public  schools.  Earl  E.  Garwick  has  returned  to  Co- 
lumbus as  Principal  of  one  of  the  schools.  L.  L.  Shackson  has  gone 
to  Wollsville  where  ho  will  have  charge  of  all  music  instruction  in 
the  sdhoolsi  Paul  Elliott  has  returned  to  Canton  to  resume  his  du- 
ties as  Science  teacher  in  Central  High  School,  and  Perry  E.  Snider 
has  returned  to  Granville  as  manual  training  instructor. 


Indiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  La  Fayette  - Wayne  E.  Leer 

We’re  at  the  big  State  Fair.  The  barberry  demonstration  at  the 
State  Fair  attracts  much  attention.  Last  year  they  were  "Condemned  to 
Die",  but  this  year  "They  Have  Escaped.  Reward  Offered."  Curiosity 
keeps  a continuous  line  of  people  passing  through  the  demonstration. 

Most  of  the  field  men  will  be  resigning  this  week.  Probably  six 
men  will  be  available  for  late  work.  This  iS  the  largest  crew  working 
late  which  we  have  had  for  several  years.  The  dry  weather  has  reduced 
weed  growth  making  it  an  ideal  fall  for  foot  survey* 

Stanley  Castell  discussed  barberry  eradication  at  the  teachers’ 
institute  in  LaGrange  County  during  the  last  week  of  August  and  dis-^ 
tributed  bulletin  boxes  filled  with  educational  material*  The  distri- 
bution of  educational  material  will  be  made  in  the  northern  counties 
during  the  fall  and  early  printer. 

The  survey  of  Decatur  County  was  discontinued  August  30,  in 
order  to  concentrate  the  work  in  Bartholomew  County.  It  is  hoped  that 
it  will  be  possible  to  complete  Bartholomew  County  this  year*  Slight- 
ly less  than  one -half  of  Decatur  County  was  completed  during  1930* 
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Illinois  - Box  72,  Post  Office  Building,  Urbana  - Robert  . Bills 

* Tho  Illinois  State  Fair  came  to  a close  August  23,  A very 

successful  barberry  exhibit  Txas  conducted  at  tho  Fair.  Nev;  activi- 
ties this  year  consisted  of  tho  camp  fire  barberry  meeting  at  tho 
Eagle  Boy  Scout  Camp,  and  the  barberry  mooting  hold  at  tho  Boys' 
State  Fair  school.  A group  of  243  boys  from  the  farms  of  Illinois 
XJOTQ  present  for  this  training.  Soveral  good  ideas  xjcto  secured 
at  the  Fair  this  year  rrhich  may  bo  carried  out  in  any  future  State 
Fair  exhibit. 

The  Central  States  Exposition  came  to  a close  September  5. 
The  attendance  one  day  uas  40,000.  The  barberry  exhibit  has  been 
of  value  and  mithout  question  many  people  became  acquainted  uith 
common  barberry  for  the  first  time.  This  exhibit  V7as  in  a State 
tent.  Such  an  arrangement  is  not  uholly  satisfactory. 

On  August  29  and  30  barberry  study  material  vas  presented 
to  the  following  rural-teachers  institutes:  YJill,  Lake,  McHenry, 

Boone  and  Stephenson  Counties.  Field  agents  Matheny,  Y;'oods , Vfright 
and  Davis  made  talks  concerning  the  common  barberry  at  these  meet- 
ings aeid  also  explained  tho  use  of  the  study  material  in  the  rural 
schools.  The  value  of  introducing  study  material  concerning  bar- 
berry eradication  to  the  rural  schools  can  not  be  placed  too  high. 

On  August  30  a ba.rbcriBr  exhibit  was  placed  at  the  Stephenson 
County  Farm  Bureau  Picnic.  Work  is  being  carried  on  in  this  county 
at  present  and  the  exhibit  gave  a wonderful  opportunity  to  show  the 
common  barberry  to  the  farmers. 

On  August  28  a common  barberry  exhibit  was  placed  on  The 
Model  Farm  picnic  grounds  at  Mendelein.  The  Farm  Bureau  had  a pic- 
nic on  this  date  at  which  over  6,000  farmers  were  in  attendance. 
Thousands  of  people  have  seen  the  permanent  barberry  exhibit  set  up 
on  this  farm  during  the  present  summer, 

A squad  of  five  men  began  the  second  survey  in  Blackberry 
Township,  of  Kano  County,  September  2,  Those  men  were  transferred 
from  Stephenson  County.  Common  barberries  are  to  bo  found  in  this 
county  and  without  question  these  men  will  find  many  bushes  before 
their  season's  work  is  over  this  fall. 

From  present  indications,  only  6 scouts  will  remain  in  the 
field  in  Illinois  after  September  20.  Tho  second  survey  should  be 
completed  in  Stephenson  County  and  in  the  rural  areas  of  Lake 
County  by  this  date. 
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lora  - Morrill  Hall),  Iowa  State  College^  -/iacs  D>  r{.  Shepherd 

D\iring  the  past  two  weeks  the  Iowa  field  fdf-cos  have  bcch  -do^ 
ing  second  survey  work  in  Humboldt  and  Winnebago  Counties  and  third 
survey  work  in  Lyon  and  Sioux  Counties.  By  the  time  the  field  forces 
arc  ready  to  resign  this  fall  we  hope  to  have  the  survey  in  Lyon, 

Sioux  and  Humboldt  Counties  comploted\  It  will,  no  doubt,  bo  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  survey  in  Winnebago  County  after  the  regular 
field  forces  have  resigned  this  fall^ 

The  forces  stationed  in  these  four  bounties  have  all  found 
numerous  plantihgs  of  barberries  during  the  past  two  weeks'.  In  south- 
western Lyon  County  in  the  vicinity  of  Inwood,  Iowa,  a he^e  of  100 
planted  and  75  escaped  bushes  was  found  and  approximately  ICO  seed>- 
lihgs.  This  was  an  \musual  find  in  Lyon  County  in  that  most  of  the 
plantings  found  previously  this  season  have  been  of  one  and  twO  hushes. 
The  forces  in  Sioux  County  also  uncovered  a large  planting  in  the  wi- 
cinity  of  Rock  Valley.  There  were  325  sprouting  hushes  iii  this  plant- 
ing, The  owner  reported  that  bushes  had  been  originally  grubbed  out 
with  teams  and  that  the  roots  had  never  been  treated.  Since  the  time 
they  were  originally  destroyed  by  the  owner  these  bushes  have  gicowa  to 
a height  of  about  five  feet*^  Both  of  these  plantings  indicated  that 
they  had  been  heavily  infected  during  the  rust  season^ 

Twenty-nine  plantings  have  been  reported  from  Humholdt  County 
during  the  past  two  weeks.  Most  of  these  are  escaped  bushes  that 
were  not  located  on  the  first  survey.  The  size  of  most  of  them  indi'- 
cates  that  they  arc  twenty  to  thirty  yce-vs  old. 

The  survey  work  in  Winnebago  County  during  the  past  two  weeks 
has  been  going  very  slowly  on  account  of  the  heavily  timbered  areas 
and  the  heavy  growths  along  the  fence  rows.  Four  men  are  stationed 
at  Forest  City  and  two  arc  stationed  at  Lake  B/Iills.  The  western  part 
of  the  coiinty  is  a much  lighter  type  of  territory  and  should  work 
much  faster  When  the  men  complete  the  eastern  half. 

Barberry  Eradication  demonstrations  have  been  held  at  throe 
Fairs  during  the  past  two  weeks.  We  had  an  exhibit  at  the  Iowa  State 
Fair  in  the  Botany  Department  booth  this  year,  Messrs,  Cassell  and 
Bower,  two  barberry  men,  had  charge  of  the  exhibit  and  report  that  it 
was  a desirable  arrangement.  They  report  that  they  made  many  valuable 
contacts  while  at  Dos  Moines.  They  are  now  carrying  on  a demonstra- 
tion at  the  Osceola  County  Fair  at  Sibley,  Iowa, 

A demonstration  was  set  up  at  the  Sioux  County  Fair  at  Orange 
City  by  one  of  the  scouts  who  is  stationed  in  Sioux  County,  A biish 
was  set  up  also  in  the  jigr  icultural  Building  at  the  Lyon  County  Fair 
which  was  held  last  week  at  Rock  Rapids. 
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j,'.ssistant  Leader,  Llr,  Cassell,  ’^ill  have  a demons irat ion  at 
the  H\imboldt  County  Fair  September  8 to  11,  the  Clay  County  Fair  at 
Spencer  September  16  to  20,  and  the  Waterloo  Dairy  Cattle  Congress 
TThich  is  to  be  held  Scj)tomber  29  to  October  5*  We  have  tried  this 
year  to  hold  our  Fair  demonstrations  in  the  territory  whore  we  either 
have  worked  or  plan  to  work  Some  time  in  the  near  future » We  feel 
that  the  contacts  We  have  made  help  to  introduce  our  work  into  the 
counties,  and  it  also  will  help  us  if  there  is  a possibility  of  any 
bushes  sprouting  in  the  future b 

Wo  have  impressed  upon*the  people  the  necessity  of  repotting 
any  bushes  that  they  find  although  the  county  has  just  been  surveyed. 
The  Loader  met  with  a gtoup  of  4wH  club  girls  at  the  Cedar  Fapids 
Club  Camp  on  August  2l,  About  sixt3?'  girls  were  in  attendance  at  this 
camp « 


District  No.  1 w.  State,  Collqgo 'Station,  Fargo,  N.  Dak*  - George  C*  Ma^rpue 

Montana  - Second  survey  was  completed  in  Carbon  Comity  August 
23  and  the  six  agents  who  had  been  stationed  there  since  June  23  were 
transferred  to  Stillwater  Comity  Where ^ according  to  reports,  there  is 
likelihood  of  finding  bEirberries*  The  other  squad  of  six  men  is  still 
located  in  Yollowdtonc  County  Where  survey  probably  will  not  bo  com- 
pleted this  season* 

In  Carbon  Cbimty  a few  original  and  several  escaped  plantings 
wore  locT'tcd.  Mbst  of  the  work  since  the  first  of  Augudt  was  strip 
scouting  along  the  Clark  River,  especially  opposite  places  where  orig- 
inal plantings  had  been  found  this  season  and  previously.  In  the 
course  of  this  river  suTve^'"  escaped  bushes  wore  found  on  four  different 
locations,  one  of  the  bushes  being  about  6 feet  in  height  but  bearing 
no  seeds.  All  of  the  finds  except  this  one  bush  wore  located  in  clumps 
of  buffalo  berry  bushes  (Lopargyroa  argentea),  showing  quite  conclu- 
sively that  birds  are  likely  to  carry  barberry  seeds  to  this  kind  of 
bush  where  they  also  apparently  feed.  According  to  experienced  agents 
of  Montana  this  fact  also  was  noted  in  the  Kapispell  area  where  survey 
was  cenried  on  last  season. 

Interesting  window  displays  wore  placed  in  Fromberg  and  other 
towns  of  Carbon  County*  Merchants  evidenced  that  they  were  pleased  to 
have  these  displays. 

The  agents  stationed  in  Yellowstone  Comity  have  been  working  in 
tho  vicinity  of  or  den  and  have  been  finding  bushes.  One  of  the  finds 
was  estimated  by  the  ormer  to  be  about  thirty  years  old.  The  bushes 
were  loaded  with  seeds.  As  yet  no  seedlings  except  adjacent  to  these 
plemts  have  been  found  in  that  locality. 
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All  of  the  agents  report  that  the  people  rrith  vrhom  they  come  in 
contact,  TTith  fevr  exceptions,  favor* ■barberr3’-  eradication  and  desire  the 
agents  to  do  mhat  they  can  to  got  rid  of  them*  The  District  Leader 
found  this  to  ho  the  attitude  of  most  of  the  people  ho  met  while  in 
Montana, 

Two  agents  are  at  present  conducting  a demonstration  at  the  Mid- 
land Empire  Fair  in  Billings.  The  week  beginning  August  18  they  were  at 
the  State  Fair  ait  Helena  Cind  last  week  at  the  Lewisto^wn  Fair.  They  are 
showirg  an  attractive  demonstration  made  up  in  a portable  booth.  It 
includes  the.  life  cycle  models,  a live  barberry  imprisoned  in  a death 
cell,  and  a sot  of  display  cards  airrangod  on  a panel  display  folder 
which  illustrates  and  explains  the  progress  of  the  cairpaign  in  Montana. 
Mr.  Kendall,  in  charge,  reports  that  he  has  found  barberries  in  the  vi- 
cinitjr  of  Lowisto'Tn  through  inforraation  given  to  him  at  the  Fair  there. 
The  District  Leader  spent  two  days  assisting  the  agi^nts  with  this  de- 
monstration. Sim.ilar  to  the  exper iencesof  1929  in  North  Dakota,  the 
Death  Cell  is  attracting  a gr^at  deal  of  attention.  The  demonstration 
was  loc.'tod  adjacent  to  other  Federal  demonstrations  or  exhibits  in  the 
m.ost  popular  building  on  the  fair  grounds.  The  Secretary''  of  the  Montana 
Statu  Fair  and  State  officials  were  much  pleased  with  our  demonstration, 
to  judge  by  the  complimentary  remarks  v.Hich  thuy  have  made  about  it. 

Thilo  in  Helena  the  District  Loader  mot  with  several  State  of- 
ficials at  the  Capitol,  as  well  as  with  farmers  and  business  men.  Ho 
is  much  pleased  with  thu  Oittitude  'which  these  people  have  toward  the 
baerberry  campaign  in  Montana, 

North  DakotSi  - Second  survey  is  still  being  carried  on  in  Burke, 
McLean  and  Moimtrail  Counties.  Third  survey  is  being  conducted  in 
portions  of  McIntosh  and  Dickey  Counties  '"here  rust  spreads  of  this 
season  and  last  year  point  quite  directly  to  bushes  somewhere  in  that 
region  of  the  State.  Also,  agents  arc  'working  on  an  emergency  rust 
SV.TYGJ  in  Eddy  Countj?",  because  of  a ru.st  spread  which  has  occurred 
there  this  season. 

Messrs.  Fisher,  Hermes  and  Newgard  have  resigned  to  take  posi- 
tions as  instructors  in  high  schools,  and  Messrs*  McL'^.in  and  Hodgson 
were  requestod  to  resign  in  order  to  reduce  the  personnel  to  a number 
'Which  could  b;^  transported  by  the  government -owned  tiucks  cjid  rented 
cars  on  hand  without  making  additional  arrangements  for  transportation. 

The  assistant  Leader,  Mr.  Roberts,  mc.de  a radio  address  at 
Minot  last  wowk.  Nhile  there  he  also  gave  a talk  at  convocation  at  the 
State  Tuachers  College. 

Yctj  attractive  window  displays  have  been  placed  in  Minot  and 

Bismarck.  They  were  sho'.wi  in  the  windows  of  the  J.  C.  Penney  Company 
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Stores,  r;hich  had  the  test  shor  windows  and  locations  in  each  of  these 
toms.  The  District  Leader  observed  the  one  placed  in  Bismarck  md 
noted  that  everyone  -who  passed  the  store  stopped  end  looked  at  the  dis- 
play* Arrangements  are  now  being  made  for  a similar  display  in  James- 
town where  recently  a young  Rust  Busters  member  has  located  barberries. 
Details  of  this  find  and  the  display  will  be  given  in  the  next  report. 

As  a result  of  the  demonstration  shown  in  connection  with  the 
Retail  Merchants  Association  meeting  in  Valley  Citj?-  this  last  June, 

Mr,  Sorlie,  a merchant  at  Buxton,  has  submitted  a report  of  sprouting 
bushes  located  in  Grand  Forks  County.  He  stated  that  his  interest  in 
the  barberry  campaign  was  aroused  through  the  demonstration  which  he 
saw  at  the  convention, 

^Tyoming  - The  District  Leader  recently  visited  with  the  agents 
located  in  Crook  County,  V^yoming,  where  they  have  been  making  some  good 
finds  of  barberries  for  that  type  of  country.  The  two  agents  are  at  the 
present  time  conducting  a demonstration  in  connection  with  the  Buffalo 
Fair,  It  is  approxunately  the  same  as  the  demonstration  being  shown  in 
Montana  except  that  it  has  the  Davis  machine  instead  of  the  death  cell. 
Beginning  the  week  of  September  8 these  two  agents  will  conduct  a de- 
monstration at  the  Wyoming  State  Fair  in  Douglas.  Mr.  Viddifield,  in 
charge,  reports  excellent  cooperation  from  the  people.  In  a few  con- 
tacts Y7hich  the  District  Leader  made  he  learned  that  the  work  was  meet- 
ing with  much  favor  and  that  the  people  were  pleased  to  have  these 
agents  looking  for  barberries. 


Michigan  - Michigan  State  College,  East  Lansing  - Francis  B.  Powers 

In  Michigan  the  squads  under  the  leadership  of  Mr,  Mason  and  Mr. 
Hunter  have  completed  the  survey  in  Presque  Isle  County.  Mr.  Hunter 
has  taken  his  squad  into  Schoolcraft  and  Luce  Counties  in  the  upper 
peninsula  where  a severe  rust  epidemic  has  occurred  each  summer  for  the 
past  five  years.  Mr.  Mason  and  his  squad  arc  entering  Leelanau  County 
to  assist  the  squads  already  located  there  in  finishing  that  county, 
^ith  the  completion  of  Presque  Isle  and  Leelanau  Counties  the  first 
survey  will  be  completed  in  the  lower  peninsula. 

t 

The  men  who  have  been  sent  into  the  upper  peninsula  have  en- 
^ countered  forest  fires  and  were  forced  to  abandon  their  efforts  In  the 

part  of  Schoolcraft  County  that  had  been  most  severely  hit  by  rust. 

The  fa.rms  in  that  region  had  been  cut  out  of  the  forest.  One  farmer 
^ hauling  grain  to  his  granary  was  forced  to  remove  the  horses,  leaving 

the  load  and  wagon  to  burn.  In  spite  of  the  fires,  the  squad  ha.s  thus 
far  destroyed  eighteen  banberry  bushes. 

The  demonstrations  at  the  fairs  are  attracting  unusually  large 
crowds.  The  Fairs  visited  to  date  have  been  the  Ionia  Free  Fair,  the 
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Upper  Pcnittsule  State  ^'air  at  Escafiiaba)  the  Michigan  State  Fair  at 
Detroit-)  and  this  heck  the  Jackson  County  Fair  at  Jackson*  At  the 
Michigan  State  Fair  a different  group  of  boys  from  the  boys’  calnp  was 
conducted  through  the  state  exhibits  each  day  and  a five  minute  talk 
vm.s  given  to  them  as  well  as  the  piiblic  who  stopped  to  listen*  fhe 
man  in  Chengo  of  the  barberry  demonstration  was  afforded  the  privilege 
of  speaking  to  those  groups*  A space  provided  through  the  ingenuity 
of  the  men  in  charge  brought  a Hawaiian  Quartet-,  hired  by  the  Fair 
Boerd,  to  play  in  front  of  the  harberry  demonstration  several  times  a 
day.  The  demonstration  included  the  death  Cell  and  gallows  mentioned 
in  our  last  report  and  has  proved  to  bo  very  offedtive* 

A mrnibcr  of  barborr3^  locations  have  boon  ropdrted  at  the  Bairs. 


Personnel  Items 

— ‘ - ^ 

Mr*  Donald  Gt,  Fletcher,  Senior  Pathologist  and  General  Field 
Supervisor  for  the  Office  of  Barberry  Eradication,  has  resigned  ef-^ 
f active  September  15th  to  become  Executive  SeCretairy  of  the  Conference 
for  the  prevention  of  Grain  Bust,  with  headquarters  in  Minneapolis'. 
l!r>,  Fletcher^  who  Was  employed  by  the  Conference  for  the  five  years  pre- 
ceding his  joining  the  Office  of  Barberry  Eradication  early  this  year, 
was  rccslled  by  this  cooperating  group  to  carry  on  the  very  important 
Work  which  the  organization  has  been  doing  in  rendering  assistcHico  to 
the  Barberry  Eradication  Campaign  during  the  past  nine  yep.rs, 

Mr.  Fletcher  played  an  im^portant  part  in  the  organization  of  the 
Office  and  the  supervision  of  field  work  during  the  past  year*  Ho  not 
only  contributed  much  to  the  success  of  this  season^ s activities,  but 
outlined  plans  which  ha.ve  been  adopted  for  conduct  of  certain  phases  of 
the  work*  While  Mr\  Fletcher’s  resignation  is  a distinct  loss  to  the 
Office  of  Barberry  Eraidicat ion,  this  is  in  a sense  Compensated  by  the 
fact  that  the  work  of  our  cooperating  agency,  the  Conference  for  the 
Prevention  of  Grain  Bust,  will  be  in  such  capable  hands  and  there  will 
thus  be  an  opportunity  for  him  to  continue  to  render  valuable  service 
in  the  rust  control  program. 

lir.  W.  L.  Popham,  Field  Supervisor,  Eastern  Division)  has  been 
assigned  headquarters  in  Minneapolis,  Room  300,  Lewis  Building,  where 
following  Mr.  Fletcher'’s  resignation,  he  will  serve  as  Acting  General 
Field  Supervisor  for  the  Office. 

Mr.  Robert  W.  Bills,  in  Charge  of  the  Barberry  Eradication  Office 
in  Illinois,  recently  visited  the  Washington  Office  while  on  his  vaca- 
tion. 

Miss  Grace  A.  Njmian,  of  the  Brookings^  South  tl-kota  Office,-  was 
married  while  on  her  vacation  in  August,  end  is  now  Mrs*  Bjerko. 

Mr.  Carl  Kanan,  Property  Clerk  in  the  Washington  Office,  was 
married  to  Miss  Evelyn  Wilson  6n  July  16th* 


